Thirty-one strains were tested for PZA susceptibility by the pH 5.5 7H10 agar method and for POA production by using a thinlayer chromatography method. The strains of M. tuberculosis to be tested for POA production were grown in 7Hll broth to an optical density of 0.3 at 600 nm (Coleman Jr. Spectrophotometer). PZA was added to a concentration of 100 ,ig/ml in 5 ml of 7Hll broth in screw-cap tubes, and the resulting mixture was incubated at 37°C. Samples (0.5 ml) were removed both before and 48 h after incubation and placed in tubes in an 80°C water bath for 1 h. Bacteria were then removed by centrifugation at 2,000 x g for 3 min. Supernatant (20 ,l) 
The clinical use of pyrazinamide (PZA), an effective antituberculosis drug, is hampered by the difficulty in performing reliable susceptibility tests. The drug has maximal activity in vitro at pH 5.5 (2) and, unfortunately, many strains of Mycobacterium tuberculosis grow poorly or not at all in an acidic medium. For Thirty-one strains were tested for PZA susceptibility by the pH 5.5 7H10 agar method and for POA production by using a thinlayer chromatography method. The strains of M. tuberculosis to be tested for POA production were grown in 7Hll broth to an optical density of 0.3 at 600 nm (Coleman Jr. Spectrophotometer). PZA was added to a concentration of 100 ,ig/ml in 5 ml of 7Hll broth in screw-cap tubes, and the resulting mixture was incubated at 37°C. Samples (0.5 ml) were removed both before and 48 h after incubation and placed in tubes in an 80°C water bath for 1 h. Bacteria were then removed by centrifugation at 2,000 x g for 3 min. Supernatant (20 ,l) PZase activity was also determined by the method described by Wayne (4) . This test has been previously used in the identification of nontuberculous mycobacteria. Several loopfuls (5 to 10 mg wet weight) of each strain of M. tuberculosis were obtained from 7Hll agar, placed onto the surface of Wayne PZA medium, and incubated at 37°C. After 4 days, 1.0 ml of freshly prepared 1% ferrous ammonium sulfate was added to each tube. The tubes were refrigerated for 4 LITERATURE CITED
